
increase in
enrollment

6%

SGCA served                 students
and staff at The Mountain

Community School

130

participants enrolled in the
Feed the Need Program

13

CAREGIVERS &
INDIVIDUALS
WITH AUTISM

SERVED

256

SGCA provided            parents &
caregivers                 hours of 1:1 parent

training

55
723

IMPACT

REPORT

2
0
2
4
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828.693.4223
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2024
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Julie Wilmot, Chair
Kelli Spector, Past Chair
Dorsa McGuire, Vice Chair
Joe Ward, Treasurer
Jan Letendre, Assistant Treasurer
Michelle Stills, Secretary
Dave McFarland
Lee Mulligan
Ogo Okpala, MD
Spencer Purcell
Jordan Hall
Rick Prudhomme
John Burton
Jim Rauland
JG Moss

SAVE THE DATE | APRIL 22, 2026

Luncheon 

Blue Ridge Community College  — Flat Rock, NC

HopeFIRST WORDS OF
16th Annual 

SGCA received                 new 
family phone calls / program

inquiries in 2024

104

Behavior Technicians
obtained national certification

through our training

11 Assisted            children &
parents and caregivers at Family

Group Night 

47 68

ADVISORY BOARD
Pat Robinson
Brian Long
Charlotte Riddle, M.D. 
R.M. “Duke” Schell, Ph.D.
Mary O’Neill

"The measure of your compassion lies
not in your service of those on the
margins, but in your willingness to 
see yourselves in kinship
with them"

Fr. Gregory Boyle



Programs
76.7%

Administration
16.6%

Development
6.7%

Programs
66.6%

Grants
20.1%

Fundraising &
Donations

10.8%

Development 306,211

Administration 758,812

Programs 3,496,591

CAROLINE LONG TINDALL
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

2024 began with strong momentum for St. Gerard
House. After years of recovery from the challenges of
COVID, we were finally regaining our stride—until
Hurricane Helene brought everything to a halt in the
fourth quarter. While our operations were disrupted,
we are deeply grateful that everyone remained safe,
which was our top priority. 

In the months that followed, we witnessed
extraordinary resilience from our staff, families, and
supporters. Because of that collective strength, we
ended the year stronger than we imagined—and we
are still on track for our much needed expansion.

With Gratitude,

2024 FIN
A

N
C

IA
LS

EXPENSES- 4,561,614

Grants 962,329

Contributions 511,722

Programs 3,140,585

Other 21,999

Gifts in Kind 96,422

INCOME- 4,733,057

ST GERARD CENTER FOR AUTISM

Programs
76.7%

Grotto I

Feed The Need

Purchased 705 
Building

2016

2020

2024
Hurricane Helene

Impacts WNC

2025
Expansion
Campaign 

“Dream Big”

COVID
 Impacts ABA

Care

2015 Launch Grotto II

Grotto 1.5 Launch

2019

Adult Service
Initiates

2010

2011

Opened our doors
to 2 children

2014

Community
Outreach

Family Group Night

2017

Insurance coverage
for Autism Services

Legislation

My favorite thing about getting to work with my clients is the chance to stand beside them for their moments of
growth. No matter how small the step forward, I feel grateful they entrust their learning to me.

The joy it brings me to be connected through discovering new things together is invaluable!

- Sarah Freeman, Grotto Operations Manager



THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 SUPPORTERS!

CHAMPIONS OF HOPE GUARDIANS OF HOPE
Fulfillment of 5 year Pledge or Lifetime Giving $25,000+ $1,000 Annual Pledge for 5 Years ($5,000+)

They operate the program with so much
joy and dignity/respect for each client.

I have seen consistent growth in (my child)
and they are always excited to go!

SGCA Parent

St. Gerard Center is full of more soul and heart
and joy than anyplace I’ve ever been. 

Thank you for all that you do! 

SGCA Donor

Advent Health
Anonymous

Dave & Maurean Adams
Jaime & Rosario Alanis

Paul Alexander
Tim & Sandra Almy
Tony Amatangelo

Oscar Amaya & Carolina
Longines

Carol Antonelli-Greco
Ann Armstrong

Asheville Pediatric Associates
Catherine Baker

Bob Bennett
Benton Roofing, Inc

Kathi Bivens
Kenneth & Loretta Bivens

Linda Bivens
Charlie & Gwen Bowers

Sharon Boyd
Jennifer P. Brown

Morgan Burke
John Burton & Jan Letendre

Inga and Rusty Carr
Dan & Angie Collins

Champion Comfort Experts
Paul & Barbara Couvillion

Virginia Craig
Robert & Cindy Detamore

Johnathan & Shannon Duvall

Bob & Mary Ann Dylewski
Patrick & Janet Faragher
Mike & Georgie Farmer

Mike Fischesser
Jack and Molly Fitzpatrick

Rachel Fried and Chad Foster
Eloise Gamble

Gayden & Janell Gauthier
Michael Gordon

Ed & Mary Beth Grealey
Dr. Carol Greco

Jennifer Hensley
Richard Herman
Christine Hicks

Edward & Erin Hill

Patricia Albrecht
Tony Amatangelo

Benton Roofing, Inc
Bo & Mary Boteilho
Jack & Judy Brinson

John Burress
Ruth A. Conway

James Gedwellas
Gayden & Janell Gauthier

Dennis & Ada Gough
Robert & Glenda Gussman

Tom & Sue Fazio
Jack & Molly Fitzpatrick
James & Cherie Flores
John & Jen Liberatos

Caroline Long
Denny and Mary Long

Katsey Long
Nancy Long

Norman & Rosemary McCann
Jan Mounger

Tom & Lee Mulligan
Mark & Heidi Nash
Rent Charleston

Kevin & Mary O’Neill
Karl & Mary Schultz

Bob & Kelly Slebonick
Brian & Megan Walker

Steve Wyatt



THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 SUPPORTERS!

GUARDIANS OF HOPE
$1,000 Annual Pledge for 5 Years ($5,000+)

John Jacobi & Barbara Hodik
Amy Lynn Holt

Carole Hoyt
Randy & Alice Hunter

Steve Harbison
Louis & Priscilla Haynes

Beth Anne Knudson
Lynn Ives

Antoinette Jacobs
Marty & Bernice Kalb

Alex Kealy
Patsy Keever

Glenn & Ellen Kinsey
Bethanne Knudson
Bill & Joan Lapsley

John & Jen Liberatos
Jerry & Darla Lindeman

Bernd Linder
Kerry Lindsey
Nancy Long

Lurie Investments Inc
James & Kelly Longman

Robert Lyon
Jerry & Corrine Maier

Jeff & Jane Malec
Jim & Kay Mann
Eleanor Martin

Dave & Stacey McFarland
John & Dorsa McGuire

Laura Meherg Teel

David Meyer
Jane Miller

Jim & Margaret Miller
Catherine Neff
John Ogden
Ogo Okpala

Kevin & Mary O’Neill
Gregory Page

Will & Lynn Penny
Evelyn Pezzolla

Yates & Marisa Pharr
Ann Plumlee

Jack & Juleann Randles
Jim & Bonnie Rash II

Jim & Jennifer Rauland

Dr. Charlotte Riddle
Roy & Arlene Riley

Jesse & Charlsey Russell
Karl & Mary Schultz

Mary Segal
Teddi Segal

Bob & Kelly Slebonik
James & Diane Smelker
Kelli & Jason Spector

Leon & Stephanie Spitz
Helen Standing

Mike Tanner
Janice Theron

Colin & Janet Thomas
Jay & Nancy Thorndike

Pat Thummel
Frank & Caroline Tindall

James & Mary Beth Trunk
Brian & Megan Walker

Katharine Walton
Toinette Wilkinson

Christa Willey
Phillip & Julie Wilmot

Larry & Sandra Winecoff
Steve Wyatt

John & Kathy York



THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 SUPPORTERS!

GUARDIANS OF HOPE FAITHFUL FRIENDS
$1,000 Annual Pledge for 5 Years ($5,000+) Monthly Giving

Benton Roofing, Inc
Sharon Boyd
Andee Burton
Lucy Butler

William Chumley
Ecolab

Shelby Gale
Jeff Morton & Scott Garner

Mary Beth & Ed Grealey
Denise Jenkins

Dave & Julie Johnson
Lee Luebbe

Connor & Allison Long
Jay & Elisabeth Miller

Ellen Nolan

Karl & Mary Schultz
Suzanne & Jon Sherrill

Ali S. Thomas
Toinette Wilkinson

“I love it when something that
used to be hard for our clients is

easy for them now”

Donna Snow
Feed the Need Program Manager

John Jacobi & Barbara Hodik
Amy Lynn Holt

Carole Hoyt
Randy & Alice Hunter

Steve Harbison
Louis & Priscilla Haynes

Beth Anne Knudson
Lynn Ives

Antoinette Jacobs
Marty & Bernice Kalb

Alex Kealy
Patsy Keever

Glenn & Ellen Kinsey
Bethanne Knudson
Bill & Joan Lapsley

John & Jen Liberatos
Jerry & Darla Lindeman

Bernd Linder
Kerry Lindsey
Nancy Long

Lurie Investments Inc
James & Kelly Longman

Robert Lyon
Jerry & Corrine Maier

Jeff & Jane Malec
Jim & Kay Mann
Eleanor Martin

Dave & Stacey McFarland
John & Dorsa McGuire

Laura Meherg Teel

John Jacobi & Barbara Hodik
Amy Lynn Holt

Carole Hoyt
Randy & Alice Hunter

Steve Harbison
Louis & Priscilla Haynes

Beth Anne Knudson
Lynn Ives

Antoinette Jacobs
Marty & Bernice Kalb

Alex Kealy
Patsy Keever

Glenn & Ellen Kinsey
Bethanne Knudson
Bill & Joan Lapsley



AUTISM ADVOCATESAUTISM ADVOCATES

Jeff & Jody Rutter
“AT YOUR SERVICE”

Flat Rock

AUTISM AMBASSADORSAUTISM AMBASSADORS

2024 LUNCHEON SPONSORS

HopeFIRST WORDS OF

IN KIND SPONSORSIN KIND SPONSORS



2024 COMMUNITY PARTNERS2024 COMMUNITY PARTNERS

2024 GRANTORS & FOUNDATIONS2024 GRANTORS & FOUNDATIONS

12 Bones BBQ
Amazing Pubcycle

Baker's Box 
Blue Sky Cafe
Brooks Tavern
Carbon Fit Gym
Chimeny Rock

Chipotle
City of Hendersonville

Colton Groome
Del Vecchios

Dinkins Family & BMDB Modern
Architecture

Dogwood Gift Shop 
Dry Falls Brewing

Eliada Corn Maze
Flat Rock Playhouse

Green Sage Cafe
Hands On Children's Museum

Hvl Co-Op
IAM

Kilwins 
Lake Toxaway Foundation

Launch Asheville Trampoline Park
Luellas BBQ (South)
Marrow Insurance

Mast General
Mast General Store Hvl 

Mellow Mushroom
Mills River Brewery

Moe's Southwest Grill
Mountain Aging Partners

Mountain Juicery
NC Arboretum

Packa's Place/the BARn
Pepsi
Piezaa

Salvation Army
Sauna House

Shine
Sips & Sweets Boba & Bakery

Skytop Orchard
Stepps Apple Orchard

Well Played Game Lounge
WNC Nature Center

CU Provident Benevolent Foundation 
Dogwood Health Trust

Hendersonville Four Seasons Rotary
Hunter Hometown Foundation

Knights of Columbus
Ladies Aid Society of Flat Rock

NC Department of Health & Human Services
NOW Grant (WNC Bridge Foundation)

Slick Family Foundation
United Way Henderson County

United Way North Carolina
VAYA

Work with Heart 



620 Oakland Street Hendersonville, NC 28791

sgforautism.org

828.693.4223

EIN 45-0948760

St. Gerard Center for Autism is a charitable organization exempt from
taxation under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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